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8 FF er 
FEED T is almoſt impoſſible to ex- 
3 the Joy with which his 


M-je--y was received, by his 
Foc 
IQ AQ. 


| Subjects here, on his Arrival: * 
ie is in perfect Health ( God 
— 8 be thanked;) and my Lord 
H--rr--gt--n is arrived ſafe. I am heartily 
ſorry for the ill Succeſs of the Allies at For- 


tenoy; but it ſeems to have made no Impreſ- 


_ on the th z and he appears leſs con- 
45 B cerned 


cerned than others on the Occaſion ; which x 
attribute to his M-je=-y's known Courage | 


We cannot ſufficiently applaud the He- 
roick Conduct of the Duke of C-mb-rl--d, 
nor is the gallant Behaviour of the Britiſb 
and Himoverian Forces to be ſufficiently ex- 
tolled * By all Accounts they performed 
Wonders ; and according to the Reports of 
the Officers, that are come hither to recruit, 
nothing but the Tirhidity of the Dutch pre- 
vented them the Honour of the Day. The 
Army is very much decreaſed by the Num- 
bers that dye of the Wounded, ſo that our 
Loſs may be computed at near twice what it 
was reckoned to be at the firſt, 


My Sorrow for our ill Succeſs is in ſome 

Part alleviated by the excellent Behaviour of 
the H 75, by which they have entire- 
ly cleared themſelves of ſüch Imputations as 
were laid to them at Dettingen; it gives the 
K:i—g no ſmall Satisfaction; and, I hope, 
it may create more Harmony between them 
and us, than has exiſted for ſome Time 
paſt: Could the Gallantry of their Beha- 
viour but extinguiſh thoſe Prejudices and 
Jealouſies which we conceive. of each other, 
ſuch Effects might be of more intrinſick Va- 
lue than even a Victory. However, I do 
885 n not 


— 


— 


(3) 
not doubt but my Countrymen will not fol 
having a better Opinion of the H 


Courage than they ſeem to have been por 
ils With for merly. 1 


: Our p here, I 4 yo re- 
fon very extraordinarily upon the Beha- 
viour of the Dutch ; 155 ſome do nòt 
ruple to affirm, that. their General adviſed 
| the Attack contrary to all others Senti- 
ments; and even when he was well ac- 
: quainted with the vaſtly fuperiour Force of 
the Enemy: Which, ſay they, appears by 
bus ſoliciting the States General for Rein- 
orcements, declaring, in his Letters to them, 
"that otherwiſe iſe We ſhould not be able to keep 
the Field agginft the French, much Jeſs. 7 
ee, any 5 confi ofderable, This indi- 
Acreet Zeal of his, for attacking the Enemy, 
affords Matter of much Speculation, 
Our deepeſt Politicians ſeem to think, that 
their H-g ENI. ht · n- ſſs had ſent him (ders 
to be e ly aſſured of our Earneſtneſs 
before they would ſend any more Forces; 
which he could no way be fo well aſſured 
of himſelf, nor ſo entirely convince his Ma- 
ſters of, a8 by bringing us to an Engage- 
ment, tho' even on bad Terms. Others think 
it was his own Doings, and make the worſe 
of it as he did not fecond us by attacking 
e Village of Fontenoy, as he had promiſed z 
| 3.4 | .- +1: -- _ 


r 
even when reinforced by two. Battalions, | 
which his R I Highneſs ordered to his A 
fiſtence. This Behaviour, ſay they, looks 

very myſterious, the more eſpecially as the 
States have . not given him the. leaſt Check 
for it; but on the contraty ſeem to acquietce 
entirely in his Conduct, | | 


4 


þ 6 cannot know hov/ our Politicians at 
home, conſider theſe Matters, but T affure 
. you thoſe of F&En-v-r do not ſcruple to aſ- 
ſert roundly; that the Dc bubble us on 
all Hands ; and tho' here they are not a 
trading People, nevertheleſs they judge fo 
well of ours, as to think us in the Wrong 

to carry on the War, unleſs the Dutch 
come entirely into it; and even then, ſay 
55 it is difficult to put Confidence in 
r e e RAT 5 


Thy ſeem here to be mightily ſurpriſed ; 
at our Indolence, in ſuffering our Allies to 
carry on an advantageous Trade, . with our 
Enemies, while we/run all the Hazards of 
the War for their Sakes, and incline to 
think, that our Jealouſy on account of his 
"M-j--ft-y's having too much paternal Af- 
fection for theſe Dominions, might be leſ- 
ſened by that for our Commerce, which we 
ſee daily encroached on in all Shapes. Hg- 
'© mover, fay they, can never rival England 


o 
4 


ee in Trade; and is not a natural Friend and 
Ally on the Continent, united by ſimilat 
« Intereſts ; the ſame Religion, and the 
<« fame King, to be cheriſhed rather than 
© cruſhed and deſpiſed ? Forbear then your 
< Tealouſy founded on imaginary Reafons. 
and exert it where there is apparent 
77 I Tac FE 23 
Whether they argue juſtly, or not, I 
muſt refer to your judgment, ſince yon 
have more Opportunities than I to inſpecc 
Facts of this Nature. Nor am 1 Ale, 
entirely, to ſatisfy myſelf, from what Mo- 
tives the Sanguinity of theſe People for our 
Commerce does, ariſe, unleſs they imagine, 
and that perhaps juſtly, that their own Wel- 
fare has a Dependance on our Riches. How- 
ever it be, I aſſure you, that they look on 
Acquiſitions in Trade, to be more advantage- 
- ous to us, than any that we can make on 
the Continent : And often aſk, Why we do 

not demand a greater naval Aſſiſtance of 
the D—ch, that we might be enabled to 
ſend ſome Squadrons purpoſely to attack the 
French in their Settlements, in the Eff or 
Weſt Indies, or on the African Coaſt, the 
only Place where we can do them any con- 
ſiderable Harm. They are exceeding ſoli- 
citous about what Methods we muſt” take, 
on a Peace with Spain, to regain that Trade 
which they alledge our. Neighbours q 
e taken 


- 


come into their Meaſures. 
reconciled to this Opinion; but my ſmall 
Skill in Politicks, would rather induce me 
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taken great Pains, ſince the; Commencement 
of the Spaniſh War, to deprive us of en- 


tirely. And which the Politicians here re- 


gard, as the Principal Motive of the States 
not declaring War againſt France, leſt' the 


French ſhould intercept them in that Com- 
merce.— Or perhaps entirely deſtray 


it, by perſuading the Court of Spain to 


I am not 


to imagine, that if the States have ſuch 
Views of eſtabliſhing a Trade with Hain, 
or of engroſing it to themſelves, as they find 
it to be very advantagous : that. then the 
Motive of their apparent Endeavours to pre- 
ſerve a good Underſtanding with the Court 


of France, muſt be a Jealouſy. of the Eng- 
ißt, leſt on their declaring themſelves againſt 
that Power, we ſhould take the firſt Oppor- 
- tunity of ſtriking up a Peace with Spain, 
whom they know to be. ſufficiently weary 
of the War with us; and then, perhaps, 
the Spani/h Trade may regain the old - 
Channel to their Prejudice, ee... 


Leet what will be the Motive of the peace- 
ful Diſpoſition of the Och; whether it 
be owing to politick Views for their own 


Advantage, or the Power of French Gold. 


( which {ome here do not ſcruple to aſſert”) 


A | I aſſure 


1839 


J aſſure you the Tu. ur- u, are not only 
diſpleaſed, but prodigiouſly amazed at it; 
having thought it morally impoſſible that 
ever the Time ſhould come when the States 
would behold the French in Poſſeſſion of 
| ſome of their chief Barrier Towns, and en- 
deavouring with a prodigious Army to make - 
themſelves Maſters of the reſt; and yet con- 
tinue fo languid as not to ſtrike a Stroke, nor 
fend out a Man, more than their Alliances 
obliged them to; acting as if they had no 
immediate Concern with the War, — even 
me it is at their own Doors. 


257 7s true, fly they; the D— a may . 
fer the preſent Advantages" 0 Peace, to the 
dubious Chance of War; and be unconcern'd at 
the French becoming Maſters of the Barrier, 
dell knowing, that on a Peace, a new Bar- 
Fier muſt be eſtabhifhed, at the Expence of 
the Allies; whoſe Intereſt, the D—ch al: 
ledge, it is to preſerve the Barrier, equal with 
theirs: So that they may think themſelves 22 
ciently excuſed, by furniſhing their Quotas, from 
an open Declaration ogainff France to the De- 
ftrufiimm of their Commerce, But are the 

certain that the French will content them. 
ſelves with being in Poſſe Nun of the Barrier? 
207% they have no Inclination for An twerp? 
is it impregnable ? Or ſhould they wait 
mull the French Ful A the Maſh, and " 
8 | aha 


- 


49 
that Town, ac, not their Endeavours be 
Zoo late? Thus far I abſolutely agree 
with the Politicians here, that Holland is in 
the Wrong for not exerting it ſelf in a moſt 
vigorous manner in Defence of the Barrier 
Towns; Surely if they are partly garriſon'd 
by Dutch Troops, a Dutch Army alone, 
were it: ſufficient, might endeavour to de- 
fend them when attacked without giving 
ſo much Umbrage to France as to create a 
War, Which, ſhould it happen to be the 
Conſequence ; had, in my humble Opinion, 
better happen before the French are become 
8 * 4 Maſters of the Barrier than after, 


"T bs Dutch have certainty very great 
ln to be exceeding jealous of the French 

ſſeſſing themſelves either of Antwerp or 
 Oftend; for ſhould it ever be in their Power 
to make the firſt of theſe Places, the Mart 
of Trade (which. they would certainly at- 
tempt if once in Poſſeſſion) would it not re- 
trieve its ancient Splendour, and vie with 
the moſt opulent Cities in Europe? Eſpe- 
cially as it has a fuperior Advantage to fl. 
moſt any on the Continent, by its Situation 
on the River Schelde, on the eaſtern Side of 
which this City is built in the Form of a 
Bow; where the River is about 400 Vards 

broad, and deep enough for Veſſels of the 
largeſt Burthen to come up and unlade upon 
8 the 


1 


4 


the Keys, — all along bebe * 4 
the thirteen Gates, and — the River there 
runs eight Canals through the Town, deep 
enough for Veſſels of good Burthen. In 
fine, it has as many, if not more Advanta- 
ges by its Situation than London for Come: 
merce; and is of ineſtimable Value to thaſe 

that poſſeſs it at preſent if ey do _ 
| know i it before it 1s.too late. 6 


7 The Advantages that the 1 9 14 x 
reap by becoming Maſters of Oſtend are in- 
finite; as it is an exceeding good Port, ſaſe, 
large, and capable of receiving Ships of che 
greateſt Burthen. Should their Arms, (which 
God forbid) ever prevail ſo far as to make 

them Maſters of it, there would be an End 
to what little Share of Traffick the Queen of 
Hungary enjoys, and by their making it afree 

Port, ee m in a ſhort time to become 
aur Rivals in Commence, of which they have. 
already but too much Share. And no 2 
cannot help obſerving, that conſidering 
little advan 2 this Port is to the t — 
of Auſtria, when compar d with what it would 
be to us in our . 1 ay; that I cannot! 
forbear thinking but that the * of 
this Place, would he of more Advantage 
us, than any ather that we l —— = 
the Continent ; and might in ſome Meaſure" 
indemnify us for *. prodigious Expences 

ve. 


(10) 

we * been at for the Support of 
Houſe of Auſtria, in this and the forma 
War; ſhould the Queen of Hungary ever 
be prevail'd on to ceed it to us: As the Con- 
veniency of its Situation would afford us an 
unity of preventing both the French 
and Durch acquiring too large a Share in 


ere But this I muſt. War ta 
your Pcliticians at lame. 


It is true, that moſt of the Powers on. 

the Continent would be very jealous of ſuch: 
a Ceſſion; and it may be thought, that ſuch 
a Step would cauſe a firm Union between 

France and Holland to our Diſadvantage: - - 

But why we ſhould. not reap ſome Fratts 
from our Labours and Expence, as well as 
only benefiting our Neighbours, is what 1 
am at a Loſs to comprehend. The Charges 
of maintaining a ſufficient Garriſon in the 
Town would not be ſo much as may be 
imagined at firſt, nor near to What hath 

been ſquandered on other ridiculous Pro- 
jects: And ſurely we ought to have ſome 
Recompence for that — Quantity of 

op and Treaſure chat we age ene | 

Te pot. 123 1663 309 

1 5 may judge perhaps my ee 9 ; 
theſe two Places falling into the Hands of the 
French, to be al ogether unneceſſary; as they 
ern male many — before they 


3+ | * 


= 

can arrive at either of them, and which will 
probably furniſh them with ſufficient Work 
for more Campaigns than one. But I do 
aſſure you, that the moſt knowing here, as 
well as my ſelf, are in ſome Uneaſineſs at 
it, conſidering the quick Progreſs of ſuch a 
victorious Army; as another Victory would 
completely render them. For then but few 
of the great Towns would be able to ſtop 
the Progreſs of their Arms; But would fur- 
rendertothem as faſt as they could ſummons, 
as they did in the laſt War to the Duke of 
as Mt after the d of Ramelis es. 


4 "Has may his aſtoniſh'd at my Afeertion, 
but J do not doubt your agreeing with me 
in it, when you compare the Strength of 
the Confederate Army before the Battle of 
Fontenoy, with what it is at preſent. They 
were then Choice, picked 'Froops, being As 
I may ſay the Flower of their Countries, 
and their Courage not depreſſed by any 
Misfortunes. Surely their Generals ought 
not to have been ph laviſh of the Lives 
of ſych Veterans, nor have forced them on 
to deſperate romantick Attacks; where Suc- 
ceſs way impractable : But rather to have 
preſerved” them till ſome other Occaſion, 
with the greateſt Oeconomy; — well 
knowing that ſuch a Number of Choice 
Troops is en OY together, . 


Ho- - 


6129 

However glorious the Allied Army might 
appear before the laſt Battie, if I am not 
very much miſinformed, they make but an 
indifferent Figure at preſent; inſomuch 
that the Forces which the Dutch are ſend- 5 
ing to join them, will not near be ſufficient 
to fill up their Corps. And you know they 
were the leaſt Sufferers by the Action. 
When the Hanoverians will be able to ſend 
Recruits from hence, Imuſt confeſs that Iam 
unable to determine as they muſt be moſtly 
new raiſed, it being very dangerous in' the 

preſent. Situation of Affairs to ſpare too 
many of the regular Troops out of theſe 
Territories. So that however you may re- 
inforce our Army from home, unleſs Holland 
ſpeedily ſends a very great Number of 
Troops, or ſome new Forces are hired to 
join them, their chief Concern this Cam- 
paign will be to preſerve themſelves from 
being ſacrificed: For the Remainder of the 
once boaſted Army of the Allies ſeem to 
be harraſſed by Fatigues, diſpirited by their 
Succeſs; and doubtful of the Aſſiſtance of 
each other, ſhould they venture upon an- 
other Attempt. | 


=. inen indeed, when in Beg land, as 
| TL.aalk of the Deſtructiveneſs of our Meaſures, 
in entering upon a War on the Continent, - 
KB without the Dutch. 1 united with us: 
= . But 
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(13) 

hut I never was ſo ſenſibly convinced 
of the Perniciouſneſs of ſuch an Under- 
taking as at preſent : And I cannot but de- 
clare, that it grieves me to the Soul, that 
the Blood of fo many of my brave Country 
Men ſhould be ſhed ſo raſhly. So that I 
am pretty certain, ſhould live to ſee an- 
other Heſſion, unleſs I am well aſſured every 
Ally will furniſh their utmoſt Afiſtance 
in Men and Money; according to their 
Ability, without Reſervation. That I ſhall 
heartily vote for the Recall of our Forces; 
and thereby convince our Allies that they 
muſt either contribute to their own Defence, 
or accept of ſuch Terms as they can obtain, 
Engliſb Blood being too valuable to be thus 
laviſhed away for their different Intereſts, 


It is here given out that there is a great _ 
Deſertion from the French Army, but I very 
much fear ſuch Reports have but little Foun- 
dation, being only raiſed to encourage a 
diſheartened People : '—— Nor can I put 
much Confidence in them ſince our late ill 
Succeſs ; juſt before which it was alſo re- 
ported that the French deſerted daily in 
great Numbers, but on our Engaging it 
| ſeemed as tho' their Army had acquired 
Numbers rather than loſt any. — But the 
People muſt. be kept in Spirits, by ſome 


( 14 ), 
J am heartily glad that the States have 
ordered Military Execution to be executed on 
their Runaways and Cowards, for fuch a 
well-timed Severity will redound as much 
to their Honour, as the other does to their 
Armies Diſgrace, But I cannot forbear 
wiſhing from my Heart, that if our Honour | 
or Intereſts compels us to a War wih 
ö France, that we would take ſome other 1 
Meaſures to Diſtreſs her more effectually; 
for the late War might have entirely con- 
vinced us that it is not the Loſs of a few of 
her Towns, the Slaughter of her Soldiers, 
nor the Expence of her Treaſure, that can 
do it. To what Method then can we have 
1 recourſe but only deſtroying her Trade. 
i Would we but exert ourſelves upon that 
| Element of which Nature has allotted us 
the Sovereignty, we could not fail of having 
Succeſs. ——- Till then we donothing -— 
but extravagantly waſte that Blood and Trea- 
ſure upon Chimerical Quixote Attempts, 
which were better reſerved for our Coun- 
tries Defence in Time of Danger. K 


Fo 
ben: fo 


— Ore p< _—_ — 
acl . 


ou find by theſe Maxims, that tho' I 
have taken a Journey hither, I am not be- 
come the more a Courtier, rather the con- 
trary —— Tho' I confeſs the Splendour of 
Her-n h--ſ-n almoſt Rivals St. 7s, and 
has ſufficient Allurements to engage 7 — 


1 


* — 


(25) | 
Man that has Pleaſures of a C— t Life 
more at-Heart, than the Wellfare of his 
C —y. The K — g ſeems in vaſt 
Spirits, and daily appears in Publick. | 
The C---t-fs is in perfect Health, and 1 
allure you no ſmall Caqurt is paid to her 
here. where ſhe diſpenſes Favours almoſt. 


unlimited — ſo that ſhe may well love the 
Country: that affords her Adoration. The 


Foreign Miniſters Flock hither daily, ſo 


that we ſhall ſoon have a moſt brilliant 
Court — ] with I could ſay a Congreſs, for 
then perhaps ſome good might be done for 
eſtabliſhing and preſerving the Peace of 
Europe. The People here are very civil to 
us Engliſh, as indeed they had need, but 
are ſome what jealous of any one encroaching 
too much on the Royal Favour. But his 
My is extreamly Complaiſant to all, 

and charms every one by his engaging 


Addreſſes. They are more polite here than 


expected, inſomuch that I can aſſure Jeu; 
few Courts'i in AN Gnu us at preſent.” 2 


Whethes the K —g win bar the Field / 


this Summer, or not, I cannot aſcertain you; 


but do not imagine he will, unleſs the Army 


ſhould become more numerous than hitherto; - 


otherwiſe” it might not be thought to bis 
Honour to take the Command of an Army 


ſo inferior in N umbers to the French, 4 
can 
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mand in Perſon. ——— 


_ reinforced 
however 3 is no talk here, even of [ 


have taken a 


6160) 


can I perceive any ap 14 Neceſſity for his 
—— y venturing his Royal Perſon in the 
Field _ ſuch Diladvantages. —- Let our 


Allies ſend wiſer or honefter Generals, more 
and better Soldiers, and then 


perhaps the 
K g may do them the Honour to Com- 
It is very probable 


that he will review the Army when they are 
but I believe that is all 


at preſent. 


I hear that the Irifh Regiments, in the 


French Service, behaved exceeding well in 
the late Action, but have fince ſuffered by 
Deſertion: But what Uſe thoſe Deſerters can 


be of to our Army, I cannot imagine; un- 


leſs their: decreaſing the Number of the 
Enemy, for they are not to be truſted. —— 
, was very much ſurpriſed 
That the Garriſon of 7 aurnay did not make 


Every Bady, at 


a Sally, at the Time of the . 3 
but we underſtand fince, that 
kept them well ſecured, by ſeveral 'of their 


choiceſt ane and Squadrons, They 
t many Priſoners, and we 
but very few, in fine, Fortune ſeems to have 
given them more Advanta e than we know) 


of at preſent — and I eartily wiſh the 


Campaign may conclude ha 11 12 us thap = 
you. VE NCATA 3 
before. 
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French 


r AAR: "PV ACINGY * 8 : 
* "A F . Io ee 8 ** 8 
j !!!! . at to ol a WE 
MET TIL A ES TRIOM a> Int RR SN FN; VVV 8 menen —_ 1 * 
2 * n T Teo LS: Is PE ag NE N . PDF AOL ng ev, n Je re EY 2 * = f 
k pe N . » een n 8 rene . KK P 
| , C Cs ER Le eo yo Nd De de oe os AI OE eas ah) cy) : 
RS en” we. bt AMA > ho”; F e c Fg SHY Foes? EY n R ERIC av, bins P „ * 
n AER: FR a ö e . 3 SECS, Cc ks Fay 220 2 N 0 8 (5.9 
ID A” ” * MY ar 7 8 . > 7 1 * des . 1 WK . 3 r . Fi 
, 5 NY * : Cie Wy CS a eo IS 1 oy OY es R 4 2 
0 > £54 ERS, r C 5 2 gy 


ſe. 


@ * 


« - Fw 
bs 4 
f "i 
3 
* 0 Ly * 5 
© * 
C 
1 * 
: * 
. 
7 
| * 4 8 
: 1 
83. 
Ic f 
1 


* 


(on 


before now that the Town of J. ournay is 


taken? But the Governour has received 


Qrders to defend the Citadel to the utmoſt: 
So that Hoſtilities are commenced as hot as 
ever —— But 'tis much feared that he can- 
not long withſtand ſuch a fine Battering 
Train, and ſuch excellent Engineers as the 
French have. I have often thought it was 
much to be lamented, that there was not 
more Encouragement for Officers in that 
Branch of Military, in our Service, than 


there is at preſent; And Experience has 


ſhewn us the want of it. Had we, during 
the late long Peace, ſent ſome of our young 
Engineers abroad, with proper Salaries, they 
might have acquired Experience amongſt 
the Powers at War, at that Time, and have 
been able at this Day to have rendered their 
Country Service, by ſupplying the Places of 
the old ones that drop off, — But, alas 
What can be expected from ſuch as never 
before fired a Piece of Ordnance in Anger. 
nor have other Experience than what they, 
acquired fince the Commencement of the. 
preſent War. And ſhould we undertake a, 
Siege, I am afraid our Countrymen would 
not obtain any great Credit, eſpecially. as 
molt of the Towns are exceeding well forti- 
fied, and ſeem to be in more need of Cou- 
rage in the Inhabitants, than Strength in the. 
Qutworks, for their Defence. How. 
\ 1 35 1 
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( 
ever, our Allies may probably ſupply us with 
better Engineers than Soldiers, and attone 
for the Courage of the one, by the Skill of 
the others, 97 


{Yiu will now PITS that 1 ſhould {nd 
you ſome Advice of fuch Negotiations as 


are going forward here; all that I can ac- 


2 you with, is that my I. — d H—g7- 
as frequent. Conferences with the {ſeveral 
Miniſters reſiding at this Court. But 
whether to ſtrengthen our Party in the War, 
or to bring about a Peace, I am not able ts 
inform you; Affairs here being kept very 
cloſe and myſterious, What I can learn i 
by the beſt Hands I ſend you. All here 
agree, that the Reconciliation, If I may ſd 
term it, between the Elector of Bavaria, 
and the Queen of Hungary happened very. 
luckily | before the late Action; otherwiſe, tis 
a great Queſtion, whether It could have 
been brought about till the Campaign way 
finiſhed ; and fome here, do not ſcruple to 
aſſert, that the young Ele&or is ſomewhat 
vexed upon his being ſo haſtily guided 


by the 0 d Woman and the Pritt; and 


that! he repents of his Bargain,” whatever 
Face he may outwardly put on. But, 
for my Part, I ſhonld rather 'be induced to „ 
think, that the Succeſs of the late Battle has 


> 


may 


* 7 
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may give him an Opportunity of making 
ſome freſh Demands upon the Court of Vi- 
enna, which that Princeſs may not think pro- 

r to refuſe him at this Junture, -—— He 

be a Card well ſecured : — 'Tho' ſome 
here do not queſtion but if the Allied Ar- 
my had beaten the French, the Queen would 
w_ treated him with her uſual Haughti- 
nels. | 
Our deepeſt. Politicians here ſeem to with 
f that we had not engaged the French, even 
at the Expence of the Town. For, 
iy they, the King of Pa was certainly 
treading in the ſame Steps as the young E- 
lector, by gaining the beſt Terms he could; 
and a few Days more would have com- 

{ leated the Affair; when France would 
5 been left much more expoſed by the 

ill Succeſs of a Battle. —— But ſince he has 
received the News from Funtenqy. His 
Demands on the Court of Vienna, LS riſen 
fo high, as not to be complied with. 
= It N be the Caſe, I heartily wiſh our 
Z young Hero, could with Honour,” have de- 
ferred the Engagement. — Or have affords 


„ed the French a Diverſion by attacking ſome 
odf their Towns; for I am poſitive that ſi- 
E | lencing the K g of Pruſſia would have 
5 been of infinite Advantage, as the Queen 


by withdrawing her Forces from Sila 
R might in, Conjunction with our Army, have 
Ez „ been 


e 
n 


0 20 5 

been able to oblige the French to evacuate 

the Netherlands. However, altho' that poli 

tick Monarch ſeemed to hearken to 75255 

ſitions from Vienna, yet it is dubious opo 

| ther he had any Inclinations for Peace in his 

X Heart; — unleſs Victory had been on our 
Side, but that thoſe to amuſe the Queen till 

e Event of a Battle ſhewed itſelf. 
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What Premiſes, the Court of France hs 
Power to make, or in what Manner it difuſes 
its Coir, I am at a Loſs to gueſs ; neverthe- 
leſs I cannot forbear being aſtoniſhed that ſo 
many powerful Proteſtant Princes in Ger- 
many, whoſe Religion and Intereſts are in- 
compatible, with thoſe of France, enter fo 
4 readily into her Meaſures, as to have been for 
1 ſome Time paſt, her faithful Friends and Al- 
1 lies; — And I cannot forbear often asking 
N of myſelf.— Is this the Reſult of our va- 

rious Treaties for ſeveral Vears paſt? What 

Princes have not partook of our Bounties? -— - 

What Ble#ors have not received our Pay? = 

Vet, who is there now to help us?: 
The Power of theſe Princes, ſingly, indeed, 
excepting one, is not a Match for France, 
but not united with that one, as their Re- 
ligion and Intereſt direct them, they are an 

Over- match: Therefore had we, at the 
' Commencement of the War, but brought 
1. We four great Proteſtant Princes of Germany 
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into a thorough and perſect Union amongſt 
themſelves; we had then prevented im- 
menſe Expences, and it would have been 
impoſſible for France, to have pretended 
to cope with us and our Allies: Ho 
the Misfortune happen'd that we did not 
take ſuch Meaſures, I muſt leave you to 
conjefture ; conſidering what an able Mini- 
fler we had then at the Helm, who 
knew the Intereſts of every Court in . 
"mn 12 * 0WN, 


I cannot cloſe my Letter, without ahi 
ing you, that I heartily wiſh we had had 
more regard to our Dependance on ſuch 
various and incompatible Alliances, as we 
were engaged in before the Beginning of 
the War: —— Then we ſhould have known 
how to proceed, and not have run hand 
over head. Between two Stools, ſays 
the Proverb, the B—ch falls to the Ground. 
And indeed we have verified it, by entering 
into Alliances with different Powers of © 
polite Religions and Intereſts, that have be- 
tween them both, left us to fall a Sacrifice, 
if poſſible, to the Power of France. How 
we ſhall extricate ourſelves from out of 
this expenſive and ruinous Land-War, I 
am at a Loſs to determine, ' unleſs Fortune ; 
ſhould prove exceeding favourable to our 
Deſigns, | But tis my * that the 
. ſoon- 


(22) 
fooner we do it with Honour, the better; 
without having any regard to the ſpecious 
Pretences, or Intereſts of ſuch Courts, as 
have endeavour' d to make us their T. I 
thould be heartily glad to ſee Peace reſtor d 
to my Country ; that we might retrieve 
by Commerce what we have loſt by Var: 
it poſſible. —— And I — — every 
true Briton is in my way of thinking: As 
they muſt have ſeen, notwithſtanding the 
mighty Coil that has lately been kept about 
the Balance of Power in Europe; that every 
Court is for its own Intereſt; and ennuely 
e of others. 


I had almoſt forgot to acquaint you, 
that whatever Effect, the indifferent Suc- 
ceſs of the late Battle at Fontenoy may have 
had amongſt others of our Allies; it does 

not ſeem to haſten the Motion of the twelve 
thouſand Ry/ian Troops that we were pro- 
miſed ſo long ago. Should they join our 
Army at this Juncture, it might give us an 
Opportunity of once more trying our For- 
tune in the Field. - was juſt ſealing this, 
when my Man brought me Word that the 

Poſt was ſtopt ; you may be aſſured every 
Body was very deſirous to know the Cauſe 
of ſuch an Accident; our Anxiety was 
| ſoon at an End, on hearing that there was 
an Expreſs juſt arrived, with the News of 

3 1 | 5 an 
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an Engagement between the Praſtans and 


Auſtrians ; much to the Advantage of the 


latter. Every ones Heart was elate with 
Joy, and ſome went ſo far as to propoſe 
publick Rejoycings: But how ſudden” was 


the Alteration ? For on opening the Pacz 
quet, it was found, that the Saxon and Auf= 
trian Forces, were almoſt totally routed; 


and that the of Pruſſia had gained as 
Victory, as he could have 


cConſiderable a 
wiſh'd for, at this preſent Juncture. I need 
not relate the Particulars, as you will cet-= 
tainly have them before this comes to Hand. 


The Action was bloody, but whether de- 


ciſive or not, Time muſt convince: It is al- 


moſt impoſſible to give you any Idea of the 
Effects of ſuch a ſudden Turn on our Spirit: 
The Houſe of Mirth and Joy were almoſt 


turned into weeping and mourning: The 


K -— g read the Account with uncommon 


Saedateneſs, I heartily with that the Queens 


Forces may be able to keep in S]; but 
the Courier tells us they were . 
very faſt,” It ſeems the Saxons behaved 
very valiantly, but ſuffered prodigionſly. 
What Turn this Victory may give to the 
political Syſtems of the ſeveral Courts of 
Europe, T am unable to inform you, but 
our Politicians here make as flight of it as 
the Affair will permit. I dees thoſe 
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in the greateſt Extremity : But it is reaſon- 

able to think that ſuch an active Monarch 
as the King of Pruſſia, will not let this 
Advantage flip. - Whether he will enter the 


Saxon Dominions , or endeavour to recover 


S:lefia entirely, we cannot conjecture ; the 
latter would be moſt to his Advantage, 
however, I am afraid the King of Poland 


will have but a bad Neighbour of him in 


his Saxon Territories. I wiſh he may not 
bring the War home to his own Doors. 
If the Queen of Hungary ſhould perſiſt in 
her Attempt of gaining Si, ſhe muſt be 
obliged to withdraw ſome; Forces from her 
other Armies, which would be giving the 


Prince of Conti a greater Opportunity than 


his moſt  ſanguine' Wiſhes could expect. 


We do not imagine here, that ſhould the 
united Forces of D Arenberg and Count 
Traun, come to gain an Advantage of the 


Enemy, that they could make any conſider- 
able Progreſs in Alſace; but ſhould the 
Queen be obliged to weaken her Army on 
the Rhine, God knows the Conſequence, 
even under the Prince of Conti, happy for 


us that Belliſle is not at their Head; which 


it ſeems here he was deſtined for, aſter he 
had finiſhed his Negotiations at ſome par- 


_ ticular Courts: Providence ordered it other- 


ways, and you have the Happineſs to de- 


tain that expert General and conſumate Po- 


litician 


{ as }) 


litician in England; who in the Opinion 
of thoſe that are better acquainted with his 
Abilities khan I can pretend to be, is of 
more Worth than half the French King's 
Forces. He has acquired perfect Skill in 
the Field, and + 5 e h " I 
| Han f | | : 
We 88 chat the Canes will hindi 
ately ſuccour the King of Poland if he ſhould 
be attacked in his Saxon Dominions, on Ac- 
count of aſſiſting the Queen of Hungury: But 
1 Tracey wiſh, that the Prufians may not 
gain toq conſiderable Footing in thoſe Ferri- 
— before the Arrival of the Reffian Forces, 
ſhould they be as long in coming as they 
have been to the Queen of” Hungary's' All 
tance, their Arms would be rendered uſe- 
leſs: - But ſhould that Princeſs really inter- 
fere in this Quarrel, has not France Frog 
or Influence at the Porte, to give that Mo- 
narch a Diverſion in Poland. We that 
have not the Power of penetrating the My- 
ſteries of the Cabinet, can only reaſon upon 
Conjecture : But have we not ſeen Impro - 
babilities come to paſs? Why not thoſe 
that we know to be very'probable! —— 
The Grand Duke of Tuſcany will, it is al- 
moſt certain, carry his Election to the Em- 
pire; and the Circle ſeem to be very ready 
to furniſh an Army of Obſervation: I un- 


d erstand that they have * agreed on 
E their 


* 


(26) 
their reſpective Quotas; and that Field 
Marſhal Count Sectendorf is to have the 
Command. Ihe utmoſt Efforts of the 
Auſtrians then ſeems to be obtaining the 
Grand Duke to become Head of the Em- 
pire; which done, this Army of Obſervaz 
tion, under ſo compleat a General; will be 
of infinite Service to that Houſe : But 'tis 
probable that when France perceives ſhe 
cannot gain her Point in the Empire, ſhe 
will have Recourſe to ſome other Projects, 
whereby the may indemnify herſelf” for the 


prodigious Charges ſhe has been at, by main- 


taining and IT her Acquiſitions in the 
Nerberlands. I, for my Part, ſhall al- 
ways continue to think; that as ſhe 'can ex- 
pect no great Advantages from any Acqui 
ſitions in 2 that her Efforts on that 8 
Side are only to keep thoſe T roops in play; 
which other wiſe might retard her Conqueſts 
in Flanders, which are of more Importance 
ler e _ that ſhe can r ee elſe where: 
; x; 45, 


th cannot, my oy Friend, help within 


** that the firſt of our ſetting out in 


Warfare, had been to ſecure Priſſia to our 
Side: But it ſeems the French Stateſmen 


were more vigilant than ours; and tho? it is 


pretended, that French Politicks have no 
Sway at the Hague, . have effectually at 
the Court of Berlin It may not, e- 


"* 


believe the French Politicians are acquainted 


2 C0 
ven get, be too late to engage that peng: 
tratiig Monarch in our Cauſe : But, I fear 
it muſt be brought about by ſome abler Mir 
niſter, than we have, at preſent. at that 
© K Prilſia perſiſts 


> . * 


Court. ——_If the King o 


in his ſtrict fulfilling the Engagements he 


has entered into with the French, it will cer- 


tainly ſtir up a War in the; Nertb. . The 


i 


Conſequence Heaven, knows | . Fut I 
am apt to believe, it is the Intereſt of the 


Czerina 20 be a5 much at Peace as.poſlible, 


left her Crown, which hangs but tottering, 
ſhould be ſhook by ſome of her malecontent 
Subjects. —Revolutions in that Kingdom, 
know, are not unnatural.— And I, 


with the Fort and Feeble of moſt. Courts 
in Eurape. I. hope that ↄur Stateſmen at 

ome act with the. greateſt, Unanimity; 
and that Private Intereſt does not claſh with 
Publick: Nor do I deſpair of the Reſult of 
are concerned. I aſſure you, that the late 


0 of the Rn gives, mg 


the | greateſt Pleaſure; . Myũy Led 
H—— — u goes thro' a vaſt deal of Bu- 


ſineſs here 3 4 his M— —y gonfides en- 
tirely in his Adm —ft——n, - -— here is 
great Talk of another Attempt to diſlodge 


the French, -pray God it may prevail, other- 


wile, they will become entirely Maſters of 
5 : 4 > : 1 * 5 1 5 42a Ke 7 2 the 
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8 
ae Barrier. This Dine will Aue 
great Alterations in the ſeveral Syſtems of 


the Courts of Europe ; and at the End wilt 
ermit us to conjecture, Whether we 8 


we a long War, or a Peace? — 


"IF Man long to hls of Lan Acton 
af our Fleets, for I really think that we have 
had but very indifferent Succeſs upon = 
Ocean; ſo that unleſs our Commanders ſpe 
dily exert themſelves we ſhall loſe We 

lation of a Maritime Power; and = 
our Neighbours but join us, we might. be 
able to indemnity ourſelves from any Con- 
weſts that the French ſhould make on the 
2ontinent:'But it is whiſper d here, that they 
have ſome Deſign againſt our nerfcun Set- 
tlements; if ſo they have the Advantage of 
us, and pay us in our own Corn. © J hope; 
that before the War is over, we ſhall have 
fome Views that Way, but not a Cartba ena 
Affair. I believe you are ſenſible li ns 
neither want good Sailors, good Soldiers, 
nor good Politicians : But — the Na 
is juſt going, Which obliges me to conchidg 
abruptly, 2 aſſüring you that 15 am as above 
written. | ; 
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